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After a long, hot week of preparation for Expedition 84.2, REGINA lay stern to the 
pier, Mediterranean style, in the harbor at Puerto Plata. The crew were still busy 
painting, tarring the rigging, and stowing and lashing extra gear in place, as 
scientists and students arrived and duffle bags were passed hand to hand from the 
pier, along the gang plank, over the deck, and down the skylights into the empty 
bunks below. That evening we made acquaintances and let the new people settle into 
their home for the next six weeks. 


On Friday morning we gave an orientation session, discussed the 'first day book,' and 
held fire and boat drills. Watches were posted as the mates began instruction on duties 
ranging from helmsmanship to laying aloft and stowing the square sails. Early in the 
afternoon, we cast off lines and moved into the harbor to pick up anchor. It took the 
fire hoses an hour to clean the sticky, foul smelling mud off the anchor cable, but 
finally we were outward bound, glad to leave Puerto Plata for a while. 


The next morning on Silver Bank was beautiful, with clear water and gentle weather. 
Most of the whale population had begun its northern migration, and only a few cow, 
calf and escort groups were seen. Those left seemed restless and on the move. We 
anchored in close to the reef to allow our new students and scientists a chance to 
explore the reef and the wreck, POLYXENI. For all the time we have spent charting 
this area, we were surprised to find two new and dangerous shoal coral heads inside 
what we thought was a safe fareway into the immer anchorage, proving that caution is 
always required here. 


The next morning we moved slowly off the bank to begin our two-day passage to Great 
Inagua. Our first night was punctuated by an unusual event. As we ghosted along with 
a light breeze and a calm sea, a routine bilge check indicated that the bilge level 
had risen to nearly the level of the engine room deck. All available pumps were 
immediately put into use as everyone turned to with a will. As we opened and checked 
the hatches we found the #1 head discharge had come off the sea cock, and we had our 
own ‘artesian well' under the foc'sle. Once this was refitted, the bilge quickly 
returned to normal. We were once again reminded that at sea one must always pay 
attention and take nothing for granted. 


The next day was calm, allowing students to practice using the gear required for 
collecting ocean station data. During the Neuston tow, the tow line parted, giving 
us the opportunity for a man overboard drill. Even in this calm sea, everyone was 
impressed by how soon we lost sight of the three small orange floats that support 
the net in the ten minutes required to resight the net and retrieve it. 


Early Monday morning we checked into the Bahamas at Matthewtown. After clearing 
customs we had a half day to see the town before our evening departure for Hogsty 
Reef, 45 miles to the north. An easy overnight sail had us at anchor before breakfast 
the next morning. Boats were launched, gear deployed, and the quest for scientific data 
began in earnest. Gretchen Sauer and Tiger Bronson began studying the daily behavior 
patterns of the sooty tern population, which built up each morning to a peak at about 
160 birds by noon. By 1500 hours each day the birds had dispersed, presumably to fly 
out to sea to feed at night. Gretchen and Tiger also kept a record of all the land 
birds they saw on the cay, which included many species from the West Indies and North 
America. During a day when a low pressure system moved across the reef, large numbers 
of herons, egrets, warblers, humming birds, and ospreys were soon, probably migrating 
to the U.S. or Canada. 


Mark Helfant used a stationary Neuston net in the currents running from the reef to 


catch larval fish. Tows, particularly at night, caught a great variety of larval 
reef fish and, surprisingly, a few deep water fish as well. 
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